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Singing Round the Christmas Tree 
 

 

 

Why not take a break from the hectic run up to Christmas and come and join us for 

an hour or so for a traditional pre-Christmas celebration with fellow villagers.  This 
year our Christmas celebrations will take place on Tuesday 18th December at 

7.00 pm.   
 

We will be singing by the Village Christmas Tree in the Memorial Gardens with music 
provided by John Phillips and the BM&W Training Band.  Afterwards refreshments 

will be provided by the Parish Council in the Midland Hotel.   
 

 

The Parish Council would like to thank Mel & Chris from The Temple Hotel who have very kindly sponsored the 

Christmas Tree this year, Donald Sturt of Intake Lane, Cromford for supplying and siting the tree and Mick Hirstwood 

and Martin Fisher for installing all the Christmas lighting. 
 

Once again the children of Holy Trinity School have done the village proud, busy working to produce the fantastic Santa 
and bird decorations.  These are displayed around the area of the Christmas Tree.  Our thanks go to all the staff and 

children at Holy Trinity School.  You may have noticed the new lights by the Christmas Tree.  The Parish Council will look 
into increasing the lights next year. 
 

A View From the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 
 

This is the time of year when many of our thoughts are of giving and receiving.  The Parish 
Council is proud to say that during this year, we have given money to more groups in the 

village than ever before.  Each year we set aside a budget to ‘grant’ to groups in the village 

for specific projects.  In 2012, we have given grants to the Holy Trinity Church for their 
flower festival, to the Bowling Club to improve the surround area of the green, to the 

Playgroup for new outdoor waterproofs for all the youngsters, to the village Children’s 
Christmas Party and to Derbyshire Sub Aqua for the Boxing Day raft race.  
 

 

We have received correspondence from residents and representations at a recent Parish Council meeting on the 

importance of the playgroup to the village.  As some residents already know, the playgroup had financial difficulties 
earlier this year and nearly closed.  The Parish Council was asked by Playgroup for help.  We are taking further legal 

advice on how we are able to do this as we have been previously told we did not have that power other than via a grant 

for a specific project such as ‘the waterproofs’ (see article).  As the lowest tier of local government using public money, 
we don’t have a free hand in what we can do and need to be steered by our professional advisors.  However, we 

appreciate there is public support for the playgroup and will do everything we can to help.  The Parish Council fully 
recognises how important groups such as the school, playgroup and mother and toddler are to the life of a small village 

like ours and will continue to make every effort to support them. 
 

The Parish Council would like to say thank you to Imelda Hanlon for her work on the Parish Council and is pleased to 

welcome Trevor Bowmer who has been co-opted as a Councillor.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish all readers 
a Happy Christmas and a wonderful 2013 and to thank all the Councillors, other committee members and the Clerk for 

all their hard work on behalf of the village this year.  I hope that in 2013, we can all continue to work together to make 
Matlock Bath a better place to live, to work and to visit. 
 

 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 

 
 



Pro Loco Photography Competition 2012 
 

This was the 3rd Parish Council Pro Loco Photography Competition.  A record number of over 130 photographs were 
submitted during the course of the year showcasing some stunning views of our lovely village.  The Organising 

Committee then had an extremely hard job to shortlist 65.  All shortlisted photographs were displayed in the Pump 

Room of the Pavilion where members of the public were invited to vote for their favourites.  In addition votes could 
also be cast on line.  Over 419 voting forms were completed, each form containing three votes.  Votes were counted 

overnight and prizes awarded at a ceremony.   
 

 
 

1st Prize – Mark Fairman 
Pictured with Rupert Pugh &  

Cllr Lorraine Keeble 

 

 
 

Best Villager – Deborah Judd 
 

 

 
 

3rd Prize – Peter Keeble 
 

Specialist prizes were awarded in the 
“Best Picture of …” categories as 

follows:  

 
The Pavilion by Steven Fox  

Masson Mills by Simon Beynon 
The Illuminations by Shaun Richards 

The Heights of Abraham – Sid Harvey 
Peak Mines – Nora Walters 

Holy Trinity Church – Jonathan Hollands 

Wildlife – David Russell 
The Traders – Jo Walton 

Prizes were awarded by Rupert Pugh from the Heights of Abraham, who were 
the main sponsors for the event.   
 

The Parish Council would like to thank all of the sponsors for their support 

with this competition especially Derbyshire County Council and the Heights of 
Abraham.  
 

Special thanks also go to Robert Morris for all his help with the competition. 
 

All photographs submitted this year 

and in previous years together with all 
the winning pictures can be found on 

the Parish Council ‘s website - 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 
 

Best Picture of Traders (sponsored by 
www.matlockbathtraders.co.uk) 

Jo Walton 
 

 
 

Best Picture of Wildlife (sponsored by 
Derbyshire Wildlife) 

David Russell 
 

Don’t forget whilst you are out and 

about during the winter months to 

take your camera with you! 
 

The 2013 Photography Competition 

will be launched in the New Year – 
check out the website for details 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

 
 

Young Photographer – Betty Hoon 
 

 
 

Junior – Lucy Morris 
 

 
 

Best Picture of Holy Trinity Church 
Jonathan Hollands 

 

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.matlockbathtraders.co.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Remembrance  
 

 

 

The Remembrance Ceremony this year took place in the Memorial Gardens on 
Sunday 11th November 2012. 
 

Cllr Dave Mowle laid the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council with Libby Mowle, 

Lucy Morris and Lucy Hirstwood laying the wreath on behalf of the children of the 
village.  Cllr Garry Purdy laid a wreath on behalf of the County Council. 
 

The BM&W Training Band provided the music.  The last post was played by Lily 

Oldfield and the service led by Nick Grayshon, Vicar of Holy Trinity Church.  
 

Illuminations Village Evening 

 

 
 

1st Prize 
 

 

Paul Henshall with Gloriana: A Summer of 
Celebration was voted favourite.  Ian 

Page’s Toyland Express was voted 2nd and 
David Harrison’s Almost the Real Thing 

came in 3rd place. 
 

 
 

3rd Prize  
 

Prizes supplied by the Parish Council were 
awarded to the winners by Cllr Nick 

Grayshon. 
 

 

 
 

2nd Prize 

This year’s event saw villagers 

and visitors coming together to 
see the illuminated boats without 

the crowds.  Despite the poor 
river conditions, the boatbuilders 

took the boats out so everyone 

could vote for their favourite 
boat.   

 

Afterwards Mel & Chris from The 

Temple Hotel hosted a barbecue 
using funds remaining from the 

street party. 
 

The Parish Council would like to 
thank Frank Hall and Family for 

giving the children free rides on the 

fair on this evening. 

Victorian Bus Shelter  

 

 

 

 

 

Many of you will 

have seen or 

were held up by 
the traffic down 

by Masson Mills in 
October. 

   
 

You also cannot help but notice that the old Victorian 

shelter has now reappeared – ‘roof and all’.  After much 
lobbying by the Parish Council because of safety issues for 

both the public and the shelter itself, Derbyshire County 
Council arranged for the overgrown trees and shrubbery to 

be cut down.  Following the removal of the trees and 
shrubbery, the roof, once revealed, was very green.  We 

arranged for our bus shelter cleaning contractor to clean it 

and although most of the green has been removed, there 
appears to be damage to one of the roof panels.  The 

Parish Council will inspect the shelter further to see if any 
additional work will need doing and then discuss the action 

at a future meeting.  Mr Aram, owner of Sir Richard 

Arkwright’s Masson Mills, has very kindly offered to arrange 
for the re-painting of the shelter.  This will be arranged 

once any repairs have been carried out and the weather 
permits. 
 



50th Anniversary of Raft Event 
 

 

  

Matlock Bath Parish Council is proud to 
be one of the sponsors of this year’s 

Raft Event.  The event will be held on 
Boxing Day, 26th December starting at 

10.00 am.  The event finishes at 

Cromford Meadows.  This year the 
Parish Council has been approached to 

help with the judging and presentation 
of prizes. Cllr Michael Wilderspin will 

do this on our behalf.  For further  

 

 
 

(Photograph by Penny Piggott, entered in the 2012 
Photography Competition) 

information log on to www.dasac.co.uk or check out their Facebook page.  
Winners will be announced and prizes awarded at the Fishpond pub and 

including the collection for the day. 
 

Christmas Church Services – Nick Grayshon 
 

 
 

(Photograph by Thomas Goodwin, entered in the 
2010 Photography Competition) 

 

This year’s Christmas services at Holy Trinity Church, Matlock Bath and St Mary’s 

Church, Cromford are as follows: 
 

Sunday 16th December – Christingle – 3.00 pm - St Mary’s Church 

Sunday 23rd December – Candlelit Carol Service – 6.30 pm – Holy Trinity Church 
Christmas Eve Communion – 11.30 pm – St Mary’s Church 

Christmas Day Communion – 10.00 am – Holy Trinity Church 
 

Everyone welcome! 

 

Cattle Trough 

 

 

 
 
 

Over the past few years the cattle trough situated at 
the bottom of New Bath Road has been planted up 

by Barbara Newton, a member of Holy Trinity 
Church.  Our thanks go to Barbara who has always 

ensured that the trough looked lovely and vibrant.   
 

Unfortunately Barbara is no longer able to plant the 
trough for us so if anyone in the village would be 

interested in taking this over, please contact the 

Clerk.   
 

 

Website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

 

Check out the website for information about Parish Council meetings, agendas, Minutes, items 

of interest together with a full list of contact details for the Parish Councillors. 
 

The website is regularly updated to include latest news, full details of all competitions and 

events in the village.  There are sections about the local community, the Nature Reserve and 
how we deal with planning applications.  Links to other websites can also found.  If you have 

any suggestions on how we can improve the website please get in touch with the Clerk. 
 

 

 

A View from the Bath’ is published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace, Derby Road, 
Matlock Bath & printed by Ashover Print 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Telephone: 07914 420545 

 
 

 

http://www.dasac.co.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Matlock Bath Bowls Club – Richard Evans  

 

   

 

The members of the Club would like to thank the Parish Council for the grant 

received this summer. 
 

This was used for two main improvements.  First of all, several working parties of 

club members extended the shelter used by teams during inclement weather.   
Secondly, the surrounds of the bowling 

green and the paths were prepared and 
covered with gravel, making a great 

improvement to the appearance of the 
whole area. 
 

 

 

The club has received many compliments during the bowls season both from 

visiting teams and local people.  This made all the hard work very worthwhile.  

This year the Club celebrated its 30th anniversary with a competition and buffet 
held in glorious weather in September. 

Matlock Bath Railway Station 
 

 

 

 
 

 

In the September issue of A View from 
the Bath we reported that Matlock Bath 

Parish Council had adopted Matlock Bath 

Railway Station.  Following training and 
health and safety briefings we began the 

first job. 
 

One of our adoptees, Cllr Lorraine Keeble 
planted up the two tubs of winter plants.   
 

Already this has made an improvement to the station. The idea of the adoption is 

to be the ‘eyes and ears’ for the station by reporting any vandalism, overflowing 
waste bins or rubbish on the station. Over the coming months we will be looking 

at other opportunities to help improve the station.   
 

If you would be interested in being involved, please get in touch with the Clerk. 
 

Playgroup – Elizabeth Exley Nowill 
 

 

 

Matlock Bath Pre-
School Playgroup has 

just taken delivery of 
twelve full sets of 

waterproofs, plus 
three puddlesuits for 

the smallest two year 

olds – all of which 
were procured through 

funding from the 
Parish Council. 
 
 

 

As a Playgroup with a very strong outdoor focus, good quality waterproof clothing is essential to allow the children to 

benefit fully from learning within the external environment, as well as being able to have great fun whilst staying warm 
and dry. 
 

Thanks to quick approval of funding and ordering, the clothes came not a moment too soon and the children have been 

enjoying making the most of their smart new outdoor gear in the recent bad weather – the picture says it all! 
 

If you would like more information about Playgroup, please telephone Sarah or Andrea on 07870 525001 or visit 
www.matlockbathpreschool.co.uk  
 

 
 

 

http://www.matlockbathpreschool.co.uk/


County Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 
 

Christmas draws near and once again a time for reflection. Why is that when we get to January it seems a long year in 
front of us, but when we get to this time of year we always wonder where the time has gone.  (I know – it is an age 

thing!) 
 

There is much to be thankful for though.  Much of the country has been deluged by bad weather with people forced out 
of their homes due to flooding. Thankfully we have escaped such catastrophe, although we did suffer a small flood on 

Mill Lane, Cromford but with no damage caused.  I continually kept an eye on the river level at Matlock Bath, ready in 

the event that I had to contact our Emergence Services who I know would have swung into action.  
 

The Officers at the Town Hall have given me early notice of what I might call a Christmas present – that Jubilee Bridge 
is to be painted in the New Year, most likely around spring time.  You can be sure I will be looking to keep them to their 

promise.  It has been a long hard fight by myself to achieve the necessary sum of monies to have the bridge 
sandblasted and repainted.  I tried to have it done in the Queens Jubilee Year, but of course monies were the deciding 

factor and it seems that such monies have been ring fenced for next year. 
 

A lot of my work at County these last few weeks has involved investigating the proposal by East Midland Ambulance 
Service to close the vast majority of their ambulance stations in the County and build to two super hub stations at Derby 

and Chesterfield. Matlock ambulance station for example is proposed for closure.  We have visited some of the 

ambulance stations to see the reasons for the proposed closures, called EMAS to our People Scrutiny Committee to give 
an account of their plan, and asked for further information and clarification on certain points. 
 

Our main concern is the seemingly lack of inequitable provision in the North, South and West of the County.  We have 

therefore expressed our concerns as a scrutiny committee on behalf of the public and asked for details as to how they 
plan to provide cover in these areas.  If you wish to contribute to this debate search EMAS on Google, on their website 

click on ‘Being the Best’ and add your views. The public consultation ceases on 17th December 2012. 
 

May I take this opportunity to thank the Parish Council for their hard work and support this past year, and it was a 
pleasure to be able to join you at this year’s Remembrance Service in the Memorial Gardens (normally I attend 

Wirksworth).   My very Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 
  

 

Holy Trinity School 
 

CAN YOU SPARE A FEW HOURS A MONTH? 
DO YOU HAVE A TALENT THAT YOU WOULD 

LIKE SO SHARE? 
 

Matlock Bath Holy Trinity School would love to 

welcome members of the community into the school 
to listen to the children read, teach them a new craft – 

sewing, knitting, gardening, cookery or simply tell 
them about bygone days.   
 

If you think you can help and would like to find out 

more, please contact the Headteacher, Amanda Mee 

on 01629 582862. 
 

Matlock Bath Holy Trinity Primary School would like to 
thank everyone who supported the recent book fair by 

donating books or coming along on the day.  Yet 
again the event was a huge success and we raised 

£465 for the school funds. 
 

New Book 

A new history book by Keith Taylor revealing life in 
Matlock and Matlock Bath between 1930 & 1960 was 

launched in early November 2012.  “The Matlocks and 

District in the Second World War – a diary of events in 
Matlock, Matlock Bath and district 1935-1955” is now 

available.  For more information contact Matlock 
Library on 01629 582480 or see our website – 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/

